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Welcome to the Columbia Public Schools!!

· How does my child qualify for English language learner (ELL) services?
Any student who has a first language other than English is screened to find out whether their English reading, writing, speaking and listening skills are developing similarly to native English speaking students of the same age.  Whether  your child was born in the United States, speaks English from another part of the world, or has had some English instruction, he/she may still benefit greatly from ELL services. 

· Why should my child receive English language learner (ELL) services?
Teachers of English language learners have received special training in teaching English to students with a different first language. They can provide social, cultural, and language supports to make your child's transition a positive experience.  They can also help with the academic material that students need to be successful in the courses such as science, social studies and math.  

· Wouldn't my child learn English faster if he/she were placed with all English-speaking students?
Research shows us that students learn English most quickly when they have a combination of English instruction and time with native English speakers. Your student will spend the majority of their day in regular classrooms, but will also receive intensive English instruction by a certified teacher.  The teacher will also work with the classroom teachers to see what support each student needs, what modifications are needed, and what other assistance the classroom teacher may need to implement specific teaching strategies that will benefit your child.  

· How do you decide what grade my student will be placed in?
All children are placed in the appropriate grade based on their birth date. For example, according to Missouri state law, your child MUST be 5 years old by August 1 to start Kindergarten - no exceptions are allowed.   

· How will my student communicate with teachers and other children?
Our ELL teachers are specially trained to work with children that have little or no English. The teachers will begin helping your child exchange a few words with others in English as soon as they arrive!  Additionally, schools have picture dictionaries in several languages and at first, pictures are often used to help your child communicate. There are over 800 ELLs that speak over 45 languages in the Columbia Public Schools, so often there is another student that speaks the same language and will help your child during those first few days.  

· Should my child be speaking to other children with the same first language?  Won't that keep them from learning English more quickly?
Being bilingual is a tremendous advantage for all people!  We encourage students to retain their first language while learning English.  Reading, writing, and speaking skills that your child has in their first language will help them learn English.  Don't worry!  Your child will need to speak in English the majority of the day, even if there are other children who speak their native language.  

· What do I do if I need an interpreter to communicate with the school or teacher?
Columbia Public Schools will provide an interpreter for you if possible.  We have interpreters in several languages that have been screened by the Columbia Public Schools to help our parents.  All information that is interpreted will remain confidential between you and the school.  There is no charge for this service.

· Are there opportunities for my child to receive ELL services during the summer?
Columbia Public Schools does have a summer school program available free of charge.  This summer school program includes English instruction for ELLs.  Information will be sent home in early spring and informational letters are available translated into some languages.  

· Who do I contact if I have questions or need help?
The Columbia Public Schools has an ELL office to help you.  Our office can help with enrollment, testing, school problems, interpreters and more.  If you need an interpreter to communicate with the ELL office, you can call and leave your name, phone number, and language and an interpreter will call you back.

ELL Office

Sushama Nagarkar - Coordinator

snagarka@columbia.k12.mo.us

(573) 214-3965

1818 W. Worley
Columbia, MO 65203
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